Introduction
This chapter might be called the conceptual one. Its basic aim is to outline a number of concepts which are essential for a study of self-determination in international law. First there will be a brief explanation of the terms "people", "nation", "population", "minority", "indigenous people" and "country". This will be followed by an examination of the doctrines of nationalism and national self-determination and their impact on international law. Finally, the chapter will consider the hand in glove relationship between the national ties used to identify a nation and many legal principles. Together this will provide the reader with both the vocabulary and the underlying philosophy behind the interaction between nationalism and international law.
The law of self-determination has developed its own vocabulary. As is often the case with law, certain words have been coded with particular meanings which may be quite different from their ordinary use. A number of words make up the language of self-determination in international law and it is worth having a brief look at them.
A.
"PEOPLE"
The concept of a people is famously undefined in international law. However, it is well-established that peoples are the basic unit that the exercise of the legal right of self-determination. It can also be noted that peoples exercise this right collectively as a single group. More broadly peoples tend to be seen as national groups, possessing certain national characteristics. This is both in the colloquial use of the term and in international law. What those national characteristics are is left open. However, a significant feature of the "people" as a legal concept is that it can be different, for example, significantly narrower, than conventional uses of the term. This does not pose a problem, as such, for international law, but it may create difficulties in terms of the law's legitimacy.
B.
"NATION"
The concept of a nation is similar to a people as a national group, and in colloquial usage the two are treated synonymously.
1 In legal usage too there is little to separate them. Legal studies have been unable to draw a clear distinction between the two.
2 Both peoples and nations have been considered to have a right of selfdetermination, as well as other common rights.
3 The most significant difference is 1 "nation …a large community of people of mainly common descent, language, history etc., usually inhabiting a particular territory and under one government." "people …the persons composing a community, tribe, race or nation". 
